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hro Some opinion of the value of the following But, in general, if we want to see 
5 it d work, may be formed from a knowledge of religion in its purest character, we 
the the fs that it has been translated into must look for it among the poor of 





la. ngeares, ahd shove G56 beiadired this world, who are rich in faith. 
ae ie. Vagos “mame Pr eyed es shin How often is the poor mau’s cottage 
tio isand copies of it, distributed, win 
se. ie ae the palace of God? Many of us can 
Gog Ea . «0m am Cree youre. truly declare, that we have there 
om THe Jearned our most valuable lessons of 
vi- “ATAN's DAUGHTER faith and hope, and there witnessed 
Mee ae es Hs teTenesTing whe most striking demonstrations of 
AN AUTHENTIC AND INTERESTL! 
me i Wis 
ae NARRATIVE. ~~ isdom, power, and goodness of 
in. (LERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH ‘ 
ich = 2 ames ea ae The character which the present 
eat AG ds ch. . . . . . 
‘no i narrative is designed to introduce to 
er. i IT isa delichtful employment to the notice of my readers, is give 
‘ P . ae. : ie . , 4 . . . 7 
nt- 9% trace and discover the operations of grom real life and abet A I 
ea-@ divine grace, as they are manifest- first became acquainted rg Moe 
ro} ed inthe dispositions and lives of rags. the oh at of rae yg 
of  God’s real children. It is peculiar- ae etter, pte Re transcribe from 
ly gratifying to observe how frequent. e ‘a éfore me. 
ec. ly among the poorer classes of man- 7 ae ee 
ny, kind, the sunshine of mercy beams Pray | wee l " y a aes Bass 
‘ill fH vpon the heart, and bears witness to " acus . rT pated e 
} oe of Clriat which tie Spirit spoken to you. Buti onceheard you 
i iy the image of wheo you preached at church 
od has impressed thereupon. A- c ; , 
as nen sate OM “g sincerity and anata I believe you are a faithful preacher 
y . . 
to warn sianers to flee from the wrath 
at ty of the Chris - age weber, that will be revealed against all those 
nd unencumbere y those ietters to vil De Fi pain ‘ho: 
th spirituality of mind and conversation, _ _ a ee = 9 oa oF 
ng J) which too often prove a great hinde- Tort O° And Re ey =. ae bie 
ir. rance te those wha live in the higher pata ate Sy oe Cae Fa ig bars 
ed ranks. Many are ihe difficulties pe ny ss fo 
id whieh riches, polished society, world- the Loed hn weed ete ~~ 
‘tions, 
e. ly importance, and high conne: aca Py: 
a throw in the way of religious profes- eather pay =" nage Pe 
; a ord, to end 0 
Ss pon egtee i nie by is, (and some tities, for without him we can do 
- ee Coleg noihing. Iwas much rejoiced to 
: grace has so strikingly —-s ‘its eta: Sate Fi ae ail 
ict wi atural pride, self im- - 
8, a = cell we of lusury, tion to tha’ poor soldier ofthe S. D. 
vy i. militia. Surely the love of Christ sent 
d ease, and wordly opinions, that the vein “he What io sai: may Me 
, f noble and mighty appear adorned ~- : An ; ! 
1, “ _ 
d with genuine poverty of spirit, self- love ever dwell richly in you by faith, 


May it constrain you to seek the wan- 


denial, humblemindednegs, and deep dering souls of men with the fervent 


spirituality of heart. 
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desire to spend, and be spent for his 
glory. May the unction of the Holy 
Spirit attend the word spoken by you 
with power, andconvey keen con- 
viction to the hearts of your hearers. 
May many of them experience the 
divine change of being made new 
creatures in Christ. 

Sir, be fervent in prayer with God 
for the conviction and conversion of 
sinners. His power is great, and 
who can Withstand it? He hae pro 
mised to answer the prayer of faith, 
that is put upin his Son’s name, “Ask 
what ye will, it shall be granted vou.” 
How this should strengthen our faith 
when we are taught by the word and 
the Spirit how to pray! Q! that 
sweet inspiring hope ! how it lifts 
up the fainting spirits, when we 
look over all the precious pro- 
mises of God. What amercy, if we 
know Christ and the power of his re- 
surrection in our own hearts ! Through 
faith in Christ we rejoice in hope, 
and look up in expectation of that 
time drawing near, when all shall 
know and fear the Lord, and when 
a nation shall be born ina day. 

What a happy time, when Christ’s 
kingdom shall come! then shall‘ his 
will be done on earth, asitis in hea- 
ven.” Men shall be daily fed with the 
manna of his love, and delight them- 
selves in the Lord all the day long — 
Then what a paradise below will they 
enjoy! How it animates and enlivens 
my soul with vigour to pursue the 
ways of God, that I may bear some 
humble part in giving glory to God 
and the Lamb! 

Sir, I began to write this on Sun- 
day, being detained from attending 
on public worship. My cear and 
only sister, living as a servant with 
Mrs. , was so ill, that I came 
here to attend in her place and on her. 
But now she is no more. 

I was going to entreat you to write 
to her in answer to this; she being 
convinced of the evil of her past life, 
and that she had not walked in the 





ways of God, nor sought to pleas 
him. But she earnestly desired ty 
doso. This makes me have a com. 
fortable hope, that she is gone to glory, 
andthat she is now joining in safe 
concert with the angelic host in hea. 
ven to sing the wonders of De 
love. I hope I may now write, © Bless. 
ed is the dead that dies in the Lord.” 

She expressed a desire to receive 
the Lord’s Supper, and commemo.> 
rate his precious ceath and sufferings | 
Ftold her, as well as I wes able fy 
what it was to receive Christ intofy 
her heart; but as her weakness off 
body increased, she did not mention) 
it again. She seemed quite resigned | 
before she died. I do hope she is) 
gone from a world of death and sin ; 
to be with God for ever. 

Sir, I hope you will not be offended | 
with me, fora poor ignorant person : 
to take such a liberty t to write to you. | 
But I trust, as youare called to in-| 
struct sinners in all the ways of God; 
you will bear with me, and be so kind 
to answer this ill wrote letter, and 
give me some instructions. It is my 
heart’s desire to have the mind that 
was in Christ, that when I awake up 
in his likeness, then I may be satisfi- 
ed. 

My sister expressed a wish that you 

might bury her. The minister of our 
parish, whither she will be carried, 
cannot come. She will lay at— 

She died on Tuesday morning, and 
will be buried on Friday or Saturday, 
(which ever is most convenient you) at 
three o'clock in the afternoon. Please 
to send an answer by the bearer, to 
Jet me know whether you can com- 
ply with this request, 
From your unworthy Servant, 
Exizanetu W : 


I was much struck with the simple 
and earnest strain of devotion which 
this letter breathed. It was but in- 
differently written and spelt. But 
this the rather tended to endear the 
hitherto unknown writer, as it seem- 
ed characteristic of the union of hum 
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pleness of station with eminence of 
piety. I felt quite thanktul that I 
was favoured with a correspondent 
of this description; the more so, as 
such characters were at that time ve- 
ry rare in the neighbourhood. Ihave 
often wished that epistclary inter- 
coérse of ths kind was more encour- 
aged and practised among us. I have 
the greater reason to speak well of 
jts eflects both on myself and others. 
Communication, by letter as well as 
by conversation, with the pious poor, 
has often been the instrument of anl- 
mating and reviving my own heart ia 
tlhe midst of duty, and of giving me 
the most profitable information for 
the general conduct of the ministerial 
office. 

As soon as the letter was read, I 
inquired who was the bearer of it. 

‘He is waiting at the outside of 
the gate, Sir ;” was the reply. 

] went out to speak to him, and 
saw a venerable old man, whose long 
hoary hair and deeply wrinkled coun- 
tenance commanded more than com- 
mon respect. He was resting his arm 
and head upon the gate; the tears 
were streaming down his cheeks. On 
my approach he made a low bow, 
and said, 

“ Sir, I have brought you a letter 
from my daughter ; but I fear you 
will think us very bold in asking you 
to take so much trouble.” 

‘* By no means,” I replied ; “I shall 
be truly, glad to oblige you and any of 
your family in this matter, provided 
that it is quite agreeable to the min- 
ister of your parish.” 

“ Sir, he told me yesterday, that 
he should be very glad if 1 could pro- 
cure sospe gentleman to come and 
bury my poor child for him, as he 
lives five miles off, and has particular 
business on that day : so whenI told 
my daughter, she asked me to come 
to you, Sir, and bring that letter, 
which would explain the matter.” 

I desired him come into the house, 
and then said, 


“ What is your occupation ?” 

‘ Sir, I have lived most of my days 
ina little cottage at , six miles 
from here. I have rented a few acres 
of ground, and kept a few cows, 
which, in addition to my day labour, 
has been my means ofsupporting and 
bringing up my family.” 

‘* What family have you ?” 

“ A wife, now getting very aged 
and helples, one son, and one daugh- 
ter ; for my other poor dear child is 
just departed out of this wicked 
world.” 

« I hope for a better.” 

“| hope so too; poor thing, she 
did not use to take to such good ways 
as her sister; but I do believe that 
her sister's manner of talking with 
her before she died was the means of 
saving her soul Whata mercy it is 
to have such achild as mine is! I ne- 
ver thought about my own soul seri- 
ously till she, poor girl, begged and 
prayed me to flee from the wrath to 
come.” 

“ What are the ages of your chil- 
dren ?” 

“ My sonis thirty-five, my daugh- 
ter is about thirty, and my poor child 
that is dead was twenty-seven.” 

‘* And how old are you?” 

‘Turned seventy, and my wife is 
older: we are getting old and almost 
past our labour, but our daughter has 
left a good place, where she lived in 
service, on purpose to come home | 
and take care of us and our little dai- | 
ry. “Andadear datiful, aifection- 
ate girl she is.” 

‘* Was she always so ?” | 

“No, Sir; when she was 
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very | 
young, she was ail for the word, and’ 
pleasure, and dress, and company.—} 
Indeed, we were ail very ignorant,) 
and thought if we took care for this 
life, and wronged nobody, weshould 


be sure to go to heaven at last. My 
daughters were both wilful, and, like 
ourselves, were strangers to the 
ways of God and the word of hi 
grace. But the eldest of them Weng 





outto service, and some years ago 
she heard a sermon preached at 
church, by a gentleman that was go- 
ing to ——, as chaplain to the colony, 
and from that time she became quite 
an altered creature. She began to 
reud the Bible, and became quite so- 
ber and steady. The first time she 
came home afterwards to see us, she 
brought us a guinea, which she had 
saved from her wages, and said, as 
we were getting old, she was sure 
we should want help; adding, that 
she did not wish to spend it in fine 
clothes, as she used to do, only to 
feed pride and vanity. She would ra- 
ther show gratitude to her dear fath- 
er and mother, and this, she said, 
because Christ had shown such mer- 
cy to her. 

‘‘ We wondered to hear her talk, 
and took great delight in her compa- 
ny, for her temper and behaviour 
were so humble and kind, she seem- 
ed so desirous todo us good both in 
soul and body, and was so different 
from what we had ever seen her be- 
fore, that, careless and ignorant as 
we had been, we began to think there 
‘) must be something ‘real in religion, 
*) or it never could alter a person so 

? muclh: in a little time. 

“Her younger sister, poor soul, 

) used to laugh and ridicule her at that 

time, and said her head was turned 

with her new ways. ‘ No, sister,’ she 
a! say, ‘ pot my head, but I hope 
"iimy heart is turned from the love of 
| j\sin to the love of God. I wish you 
) may one day see, as I do, the danger 

nd vanity of your present condition.’ 

‘Her poor sister would reply, ‘Ido 

ot want to hear any of your preach- 

g: Tamno worse than other people, 

tnd that is enough for me’—‘ Well, 
ster,’ Elizabeth would say, ‘if you 

ill not hear me, you cannot hinder 

e from praying for you, which I do 

yeh all my heart.’ 

‘And now, Sir, I believe those 

iba vers are answered. For when her 

peer was taken ij], Elizabeth went 


to Mrs. -— ~"s, to waitin her place, 
and take care of ber. She said a great 
deal to her about her scul, and the 
poor girl began to be so deeply atiect. 
ed, and sensible of her past sin, and 
so thankful for her sister’s kind beha- 
viour, that it gave her great hofies 
indeed for her sake. When my wife 
and | went to see her as she lay sick, 
she told us how grieved and ashamed 
she was of her past state; but said, 
she hada hove through grace that 
her dear sister’s Saviour would be 
her Saviour too ; for she saw her own 
sinfulness, felt her own helplessness, 
and only wished to cast herself upon 
Christ as her hope and salvation. 

‘And now, Sir, she is gone. and I 
hope andthink her sisters prayers 
for her conversion to God have been 
answered. ‘The Lord grant the same 
for her poor father and mother’s sake 
likewise.’ 

‘This conversation was a very pleas- 
ing commentary upon the letter which 
I had received, and made me anxious 
both to comply with the request, and 
to become acquainted with the writer. 
I promised the good old Dairyman to 
attend on the Friday at the appointed 
hour; and after some more conversa- 
tion respecting his own state under 
the present trial, he went away. 

He was a reverend old man: ; his 
furrowed cheeks, white locks, weep- 
ing eyes, bent shoulders, and feeble 
gait, were characteristic of the old 
pilgrim ; and ashe slowly departed, 
supported by a stick, which seemed 
to have been the companion of many 
a long year, a train of reflection oc- 
curred, which I retrace with emotion 
and pleasure. 

At the appointed hour, 1 arrived 
at the church; and after a little 
while, was summoned to meet at the 
church-yard gate a very decent funeral 
procession. The aged parents, the 
brother and the sister, with other re- 
latives, formed an affecting group. 
I was struck with the humble, pious, 
and pleasing countenance of the young 








Cn 


ms 


woman from whom I received the 
letter. Itbore the marks of great 
eerivusness Without affectation, and 
of mush serenity mingled with a glow 
bof devotion. 
' A circumstance occurred during 
the reading of the burial service, 
which Ithink it right to mention, as 
Jone among many testimonies, ut the 
soleus and impressive tendency of 
Mur truly evangelical liturgy. 
) Aman of the village, who had hith- 
Merto been ofa very careless, and even 
Qrotligate character, came into the 
Bhureh through mere curiositv, and 
Pith no better purpose than that ofa 
4 gcant Qa Z1Dg at the ceremony. lie 
P@ame likewise to the grave, and dur-. 
e pe the reading of those prayers which 
@e appointed for that part of the ser- 
Mice, his mind received a deep, seri- 
Ws conviction of his sin and danger, 
rough some of the expressions Con- 
Mined therein. It was an imoression 
at never wore off, but gradually ri- 
ned into the most satisfactory evi- 
ace of an entire change, of wiich 
ad many and Jong-continued proofs. 
pe always referred tothe burial ser- 
e, and to some particular senten- 
sof it, as the clearly ascertained 
strument of bringing him, throagh 
ace, to the knowledge of the truth. 
he day was therefore one to be 
embered. Remembered let it be 
those who love to hear ‘* the short 
i simple annals of the poor.” 
Vas there not a manifest and hap- 
connection between the circum- 
nces that providentially brought 
sexlous and the careless to the 
€ grave on that day together >? 
w much do they lose who neglect 
race the leadings of God in provi- 
ce, as links in the chain of his e- 


lal purpose of redemption and 
e! 


While infidels may scoff, let us 
e.” 









fter the service was concluded, I 
a short conversation with the 
dold couple and their daughter. 


WY 


Her asnect and address were highly 
interesting I promised to visit their 
cottage; and from that time became 
well acquainted withthem. Let us 
bless the God of the poor, and pray 
continually that the poor may become 
rich in faith, and the rich be made 
peor ia spirit. 
| Fo be continued } 
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Atthe present day, when the pro- 
fession of christianity brings with it 
no persecutirn, we have little idea of 
that strength of faith which could 
cheerfully endure torments and 
death, forthe sake of the gospel— 
We, forsooth, hardly thank God for 
our privileges, so secure are we fron, 
Opposition in the exercise of them,— 
in ancient times it wasnot so. Then, 
to be known as a christian, was to be 
known asa criminal, and to acknowl- 
edge Christ Jesus, was to court the 
blow of the executioner. 

In order to test the efficiency of our 
principles, we ought frequently to 
look at the sufferings of our predeces- 
sors. Are we like them? Could we en- 
dure their trials 2 According to our 
day is our strength, but do we feel- 
ingly know houw to obtain that 
strength which could support us thro’ 
the flames of martyrdom ? ‘These are 
protitable queries. 

In order to shew our readers the 
value of their privilege, and to enable 
them to institute a comparison, by 
which they may decide whether they 
have any thing of the true christian 
spirit, we propose giving from time 
to time seme account of the best men 
of ancient days, especially of those 
who sealed their faith with their blood. 
Our materials for this will be drawn 
from sourees of acknowledged authen- 
ticity. 

The sufferings of our Divine Re- 
deemer, were but a precursor to those 
his followers were to bear. This was 
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proved by the martyrdom of Stepler, ° 
by the builetings and imprisonmeants 

of the Aposties, and by the fiery 

spirit of intollerance exercised toward 

all whristians, whatever were their 

ape cr sex. 

‘he first of the twelve Apostles 
who suffered martyrdom was James, 
the son ef Zebedee. Antiquity re- 
lates ananecdote which occurred at 
dis death worthy of observation. 

“Poe man who had drawn him be 
fore the tribunal, when he saw the 
readiness with which he submitted to 
martyrdom, was struck with remorse, 
and, by one of those sudden conver- 
sions, notinfrequeut amidst the re- 
matkable ovtpourings of the spirit, 
was himself turned from the power of 
Satan to God, end confessed Christ 
with cheerfulness. They were both 
ted to execution, and in the way the 
accuser requested the Apostles’ for- 
giveness, which he soon obtained.— 
James turning to him answered,— 
Peace be to thee, and kissed him, and 
they were beheaded together.” 

The other James, suffered martyr- 
dom about the year 62. On account ef 
his singular innocence and integrity, 
Iie received from his countrymen the 
Jews, the name of Just. He was the 
head of the church at Jerusalem, 
avhere he was providentially preserved 
thro’ many persecutions. At length 
however the malice of the Jews was 
roused against him. ** The great men 
stere uneasy on account of the vast 
bnerease of christian converts, by his 
yneans, and endeavoured to entangle 
him by persuading him to mount a 
pinnacle of the temple, and to speak 
te the people assembled at the time 
efthe passover, against christianity. 
James, being placed aloft, delivered 
a frank confession of Jesns, as then 
gitting at the right hand of power, and 
who should come in the clouds of hea- 
wen. Upon this Ananiasand the ru- 
lers were highly incensed. ‘%'o dis- 

grace his characterwas their first in- 
tention. This had failed. To mur- 


der his person was the next, and the 
aticm,** was of much more easy exe. 
cution. Crying out, that Justus him. 
self was seduced, they threw him 
down and stoned him. The Apostle 
had strength to fall on his knees and 
to pray, * [ beseech thee, Lord God 
and Father, for them, for they know 
not what they do.” One of the priests 
moved with the scene cried out 
“cease, What do you mean ? this just 
man is praying fur you.” A_ personf 
present with a fuller’s. club beat outh 
his brains and thus completed hip 
martyrdom.” : 
- Paul, the Apostle, seems to hay 

labored with unwearied activity fron 
about the year 36 to the year 63, thal) 
ig trom his conversion to the perio 
in which St. Luke finishes his histo 
ty. Within this period he wrote 
fourteen Kpistles which will be th 
blessed means of feeding the souls & 
the faithful to the endoftime. — Ti 
second epistle to Timothy is suppog 
edto have been written during |i 
two years imprisonment at Rome. 
From this Epistle it is evident th 
he had already been called befo 
Nero, agreeably to the predictic 
‘ Thou must be brought before C 
sar.” [Jere the Lord “ stood wi 
him and strengthened him.” Hew 
enabled to testify for Christ and 
gospel, before Nero, with the saa 
frankness, fortitude and eloquent 
that he had done before Felix, Fe 
tus and Agrippa. He was, as | 
owns, “ delivered from the mouth 
the Lion.” 

He obtained his liberty about 
year 63. After this he is suppo 
to have visited some ofthe churc 
He returned to Rome, and there 
fered martyrdom, about the year 
or 65—He was slain with the ew 
by Nero’s order. 

St. Peter is supposed to have #u! 
ed martyrdom, atthe same time‘ 
St. Paul. He was crucified with 
head downwards, a kind of dé 
which he himself desired, most P 
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ably from an unfeigued liumility, that 
he might not die inthe same wanner 
as his Lord had done. 

Peter’s wife had been called to mar- 
tyrdom, a little before himeelf. hte 
saw her led to death, and rejoiced in 
the grace of God vouchsafed to her, 
and addressing her by name, exhort- 
ed and comforted her with, remem- 
ber the Lrrd. 

He seemsto have lived long in a 
state of matrimony, and from the ac. 
eount of Clement, one of iiis cotem- 
poraries, was industrious in the edu- 
eation of his children. 

Asia minor was the great theatre 
of the Apostle John’s ministry, par- 
ticularly Ephesus, the care of which 
church remained with him after the 
decease of the rest of the Apostles. 

While he resided at [xphesus, go- 
ing once to bathe there, and perceiv- 
ing that Cerinthus, an Infidel, was in 
the bath he came out again hastity — 
Let us flee says he, lest the bath 
should fall, while Cerinthus an ene- 
my oftrath is within. ‘Thus decided- 
ly did he testify against those who 
denied his Lord and Master. 

Tertullian informs us that by order 
ofthe Emperor Domitian, St. John 
was cast into a cauldron of boiling oil, 
and came out again unhurt. | 

This miracle softened not the heart 
of Domitian. He banished him into 
the solitary isle of Patmos where he 
was favored with the visions of the 
Apocalypse. After Domitians’ death 
he returned from Patmos and govern- 
ed the Asiatic churches. There he 


remained till the time of Trajan. At 


the request of the Bishops, he went 
to the neighboring churches, partly 
to ordain pastors and partly to regu- 
late the concerns of congregations..— 
At one place, in his tour, observing a 
remarkable handsome young person, 
he warmly recommended him to the 
care of a particular pastor. The 
young man was baptized, and for a 
time lived as a christian. But being 
gradually corrupted by company, he 


becamé idle, intemperate, and af 
length so dishonest, as to become a 
captain of a band of robbers. Some- 
time after, John had occasion to en- 
quire of the pastor concerning the 
yeung man, who told him that he 
was now dead to God, and inhabited 
a mountain over against his charch. 
John, in the v¢hemence of his chari- 
ty, wentto the place, and exposed 
himseli to be taken hy the robbers, 
Bring me, says he, to your captain, 
who beheld him coming. As soon as 
he knew the Apostle, he was struck 
with shame and iled. Fae aged Apos- 
tle following him eried, my soa, why 
fliest thoutrom thy father unarmed 
and old? Fear not, as yet there re- 
maineth hope of salvation. Believe 
me, Christ hath sent me. Hearing 
this the young man stood still, trem. 
bled, and wept bitterly. John pray- 
ed, exhorted, and brought him baek 
to the society of christians, nor did 
he leave him till he found him fully 
restored by divine grace. 

When St. John was extremely old, . 
and unableto say much in christian 
assemblies, * Children, love one ano- 


ther,” was his constantly repeated 
sermon. Being asked why be told 


them only one thing, he answered 
that nothing else was needed. 

St. John lived three or four years 
after his return to Asia. He was pre- 
served, a blessing to the ehurch of 
Christ, a pattern of charity and gocd- 
ness to the advanced age of an hun- 
dred. 

About the year of our Lord, 64, the 
city of Rome sustained a general con- 
flagration. The Emperor Nero him- 
self ts supposed to have been the au- 
thor of this. Though he was a man 
of the most abandoned profligacy, still 
he had sufficient sense of shame to en- 
deavor to turn the odium of his guilt 
in this instance from himself. There- 
fore to appease the people, who charg. 
ed him with his crime, he accused the 
christians. They were so generally 
hated by the Pagans that he thought 
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he thight calumniate them With im- ‘until the reign of Domitian, who syo, 
punity. We can scarcely conceive ceeded to the empire in the year 8). 
how odious christianity was im those ble in the early part of his reign mag 
days. Thehisturian Tacitus eallsita inquiry for such of the Jews as wer, 
detestable superstition, which at first decended from the royal line of Da 
Was suppressed and afterwards broke vid. They brought before him th» 
out afresh and spread not only thro’ grandsons of Jude the Apostle, cous. 
Jadea the origin of the evil, but into our Lord. But when he perceiy. 
through the metropolis also, the edtheir poverty and lowiiness, an) 
commen sewer in which every thing found they looked for a kingdom not 
filthy and flagitious meets and spreads. of this world, he dismissed them. Af. 
Now it was that the Romans legal. terward, however, he renewed the 
ly persecuted the church for the first horrors of Nero’s persecution. He 
time. Says Tacitus “ some persons putto death the consul Flavius, Cle. 
were apprehenced who confessed mens, and many others, because they 
themselves christians, and by their would not worship the Pagan Gods 
evidence a great multitude afterwards, Some he despoiled of their goods— 
and they were condemned, not so Flavia Domitilla his relation, the 
much for the burning of Rome, as _ wife of Clemens, he banished. 
for being the enemies of mankind.”— Thus, in the first century the impe 
A strange charge truly! rial family furnished its martyrs. 
Their execution “was aggravated Domitian was slain in 96. 
with insult. ‘They were covered with ; 
skins of wild beasts and torn by dogs, ——E 
were crucified and set on fire that the " 
might serve for light in the eke CHRISTMAS DAY. 
time. Nero offered his gerdens for . . : 
this spectacle, and exhibited the OHM SAVIOUR! «hom this holy 
games of the circus. People could morn, 
not however avoid pitying them, Gave to our world helow : 
base and undeserving as they were in To wandering andto labour born, 
the eyes of ‘T'acitus, because they To weakness and to woe ! 
suffered not for the public good, but , 
to gratify the cruelty ofa tyrant. It dncarnate Word! by every grief, 
appears from a passage in Seneca, By each temptation, rine - 
compared with Juvenal, that Nero Who liv'd to yield our ills relief, 
ordered them to be covered with wax And to redeem us died! 
and other combustible materials, and ’ ms 
that, after a sharp stake was put un- If, gaily cloth'd and proudly fed, 
der their chin to make them contin- In careless ease wedwell ; | e 
ue upright, they were burnt alive to Remind us of thy manger bed, 4 
give light to the spectators. And lowly cottage cell, 
We have no account how the peo- 
ple of God behaved under these suf. If prest by penury severe, 
ferings, What we know oftheir be- Jn envious want we pine ; 
haviour in similar scenes, leaves usin May conscience whisper tn our ear, 
no doubt of their being supported by 4 poorer Jot was thine ! 
the power of the Holy Ghost. oy é 
This persecution is supposed to From all the viewless snares of sin 
have lasted about three or four years, Preserve us firm and free ;— 
as Nero died in 68. As thou like us hast grieved been, 
The christians now enjoyed rest May we rejoice with thee ! 
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